Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 25th June 2024
  at Llanymynech Village Hall 
A G E N D A

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28th May 2024  (previously circulated)
4    
Matters arising from the minutes.

5    
Finance

5.1.    
Current position
5.2.
Internal Audit Report

5.3.
Approval of Payments

6
Planning 
7
Other matters

7.1.
Montgomery Canal restoration project 
7.2.
Community Shop
7.3
Planters
7.4
Carreghofa walkabout
7.5.
The Green, Cae Haidd

7.6.
Social media activity for the Council

8.
Amenities
8.1.
Walls Bridge Playground and football field
8.2.
Olive Nial’s Memorial Bench

9
Highways and Byways

9.1
Road repairs, verges & potholes
10.
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1
Burial Board
10.2
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

11.
Correspondence

11.1
For decision
11.2
To note.
12
Any other business
13
To confirm the date for the next meeting 
Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 25th June 2024
Item 4  Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1.
Ref Min 4.1. Memorial flag

4.2.
Ref Min 7.7. Local Bus Network Re-tendering 2025
4.3.
Ref Min 12   Street lighting capital project

Item 5.
  Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 25th March  2024 were as follows:-

Deposit account: 
£ 15445.44
Current account:  
£ 419.96
Pension account   
£ 74.58
5.2.
Internal Audit Report

The following Report has been received from the Community Council’s Internal Auditor J.D.H. Business Services ltd.
The internal audit is carried out by the following testing of the internal controls specified on the Annual Return for local councils in Wales:

· Checking that books of account have been properly kept throughout the year

· Checking a sample of payments to ensure that the Council’s financial regulations have been met, payments are supported by invoices, expenditure is approved, and VAT is correctly accounted for

· Reviewing the Council’s risk assessment and ensuring that adequate arrangements are in place to manage all identified risks

· Verifying that the annual precept request is the result of a proper budgetary process; that budget progress has been regularly monitored and that the council’s reserves are appropriate

· Checking income records to ensure that the correct price has been charged, income has been received, recorded and promptly banked and VAT is correctly accounted for

· Reviewing petty cash records to ensure payments are supported by receipts, expenditure is approved and VAT is correctly accounted for

· Checking that salaries to employees have been paid in accordance with Council approvals and that PAYE and NI requirements have been properly applied

· Checking the accuracy of the asset and investments registers

· Testing the accuracy and timeliness of periodic and year-end bank account reconciliation(s)

· Year-end testing on the accuracy and completeness of the financial statements 

· Where the Council is sole trustee of a charity, checking that the Council has procedures in place to meet its responsibilities as a sole trustee

Conclusion

On the basis of the internal audit work carried out, which was limited to the tests indicated above, in our view the council’s system of internal controls is in place, adequate for the purpose intended and effective, subject to the issues reported in the action plan overleaf. As part of the internal audit work for the next financial year we will follow up all recommendations included in the action plan.

JDH Business Services Limited   18/06/2024

ACTION PLAN 

(Clerk’ comments in red)

	
	ISSUE
	RECOMMENDATION


	FOLLOW UP

	1
	The annual return and bank reconciliation contain the following errors:

· 22/23 box 11 was not recalculated following amendment of box 9 and shows an incorrect balance of £14957.

· 23/24 Incorrect balance brought forward in box 1 of £15507.

· 23/24 box 6 total other payments doesn’t include petty cash payments.

· Boxes 7,9 and 11 don’t state the correct carried forward balance of £15,511 which includes petty cash.

· The bank reconciliation contains a minor error in that it states receipts as 13458.28 when it should be 13458.11. It also states an incorrect balance for the sum of the bank accounts.


	The annual return should be amended as follows:

22/23

Box 11 = £14,970

23/24

Box 1 = £14,970

Box 6 = £6,957

Boxes 7, 9 and 11 = £15,511

The bank reconciliation should be amended to state the correct balance for receipts and to show a balance carried forward including petty cash of £15,511.46


	The annual return was amended prior to internal audit signing of the annual return.

	2
	A decision to maintain the precept at the same level as the previous year is minuted but the amount of the actual precept request is not recorded in the minutes.


	The amount of the precept request should be recorded in the minutes of the council meeting.


	The Precept amount was shown in the budget figures.

It will be separately minuted in future.

	3
	A review of pay records identified that the Clerk had been paid the gross pay in December rather than the net pay. This resulted in an overpayment of £145.80.
	The Council should review the pay for 23/24 against payroll records and ensure any overpayment is repaid.

The clerk should be paid the amounts shown on the pay slips.


	The December amount included arrears of pay.

	4
	We have not seen a supporting invoice for a payment made to Powys CC for £456 made on the 15/2/24 by direct debit.

We also could not locate where this payment had been approved in the minutes by Council.


	The Council must request a supporting invoice from Powys County Council for this amount.

Direct debit payments should be approved by Council.
	This has always been taken by Direct Debit with no other record. 
Powys C. C. has been asked for a supporting invoice


Follow up of 2022/23 internal audit recommendations

	1
	The bank balance on the annual return is incorrect as it doesn’t include the petty cash balance of £13


	The annual return should be amended as follows:

Total cash and investments £14,970


	Implemented

	2
	The Council purchased picnic tables during 2022/23 which have been added to the asset register at the gross purchase cost of £1338 (which includes VAT). These should be included at the net purchase cost of  £1,115.

The picnic tables have not been included in the asset register total and the asset register balance on the annual return.


	The asset register should be updated to include the picnic tables cost of £1,115.

The annual return should be amended as follows:

Total fixed assets = £52,488
	Implemented

	3
	Outstanding issue:

The risk assessment does not address the risks of supplier (procurement) fraud and other risks related to online banking.
	The risk assessment should be updated to include supplier (procurement) fraud including the adequacy of supplier onboarding controls.


	Outstanding. 




Council is asked to accept the Internal Audit Report

5.3.
Approval of Payments
JDH Business Services Ltd. – Internal Audit £369.60
6.
Planning

There are no planning applications for consideration this month.
7
Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
 Verbal update from the Chairman
7.2.
Community Shop

Verbal report from the Chairman
 
7.3.
Planters
Report from Cllr Done
7.4.
Carreghofa walkabout
Verbal Report
7.5.
The Green, Cae Haidd
Verbal Report

7.6.
Social media activity for the Council
 

Standing item (verbal report) -  Cllr Parry
Item 8
Amenities

8.1  Walls Bridge Playground and Football Field

Standing Item: verbal update
8.2.
Olive Nials’ Memorial Bench
Progress report
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes

9.1.1.  Pen-y-Foel
9.1.2.  Carreghofa Lane
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
Item 12 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	Powys County Council
	29th May
	Planning decisions notice

	One Voice Wales
	31st May
	Response to environmental principles governance and biodiversity targets consultation 

	One Voice Wales
	31st May
	Training dates June – September

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	31st May
	Calon Tan – May magazine

	Canal & Rivers Trust
	31st May
	Invitation to Information events

	Russell George MS
	1st June
	June newsletter

	Keep Wales Tidy
	11th June
	Tidy Wales Awards

	Kathyrn Woodroffe (Canal & Rivers Trust)
	17th June
	Montgomery Canal project – archeological investigation works

	Mid Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	20th June
	Chief Fire Officer awarded King’s Fire Service Medal


Item 13.
Any other business from councillors
Item 14. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 30th July at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall
6

